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Language Varieties and Language IQMing in Multiethnic Setting

STUDENTS’ PARATONE IN NEWS DISCOURSE

Ika Lusi Kristanti, Dian Anik Cahyani, and Aang Fatihul Islam
‘ STKIP PGRI Jombang. Jombang. Indonesia
‘ aang_stkipib@gmail com

Abstract
Speaker produces paratones in communication (giving information to other). The phenomenon

findings, students produce some paratone patterns in both deductive and inductive paragraphs,
mainly: a) major — major paratone pattern, b) major — minor paratone pattern, ¢) minor — major
paratone pattern, and d) minor — minor paratone pattern. Next, the use of paratone patterns in both
deductive and inductive paragraphs are: a) to tell information, b) to indicate a topic-shift, ¢) to

Key words: Paratone, Spoken Discourse, Pattern, Pitch.

1. INTRODUCTION

Paratone is defined as the phenomenon when speakers raise their pitch range at the beginning of
topic and decline it at the end. The phenomenon is happened when speaker wants to leave one topic
to the next topic. (Alonso, 2002) points out that in discourse terms, the paratone verbalizes a topic,
and is particularly easy to identify in the planned speech which characterizes lessons, lectures and
other expository genres. It is usually found in analyzing news discourse.
The phenomenon encourages the writers to conduct this study on paratone in news discourse.
“ This study emphasizes on how the paratone in news discourse produced by students. Having
@ identified topic-shift, we can find out students’ paratone. Besides, the writers are eager to find the

i the factors.that influence students to produce certain paratone patterns. In this case, the researcher
’ | employs Hirst and Cristo’s theory (1998) about paratone in analyzing data. The analysis leads to a
‘ ‘ deeper understanding of the paratone in news discourse produced by students.

1 2. METHOD
This study employs descriptive qualitative research. The data of this study, i,svs_ggjggn,mmmmg%ﬁ'hfe

(&;’a{?a'fsrbyb'fé?‘n"e'a*ﬁffd@'“h'Feb‘o'faing'ihe subjects while they are reading. The subjects use a microphone
and laptop in recording process through adobe audition 1.5. They are reading VOA texts. The texts
are delivered by Alex Villarreal in VOA special English technology report and Lapidus. In term,
students read paragraphs and their speech production are analysed through pitch tracks and
spectrograms using speech analyzer. Analyzing students’ voice, the writers use speech analyzer to
investigate how the paratone patterns in spoken discourse produced by students.

3. DISCUSSION
3.1.Discussion about Paratone Patterns Produced by Students
In news discourse, speakers deliver their speech in some paratone patterns. This research finds
J out four paratone patterns produced by students in both deductive and inductive paragraphs,
. espeially: major — major paratone pattern, major — minor paratone pattern, minor — major paratone
pattern, minor — minor paratone pattern.

Based on the findings that students usually produce the different paratone patterns in
speech. They produce major — major paratone pattern, minor — major paratone pattern, and minor
; — minor paratone pattern. There are only some students who produce major — minor paratone
patterns as pointed out by Hirst and Cristo 1998, The paratone patterns are started by major
‘-;‘ paratones and ended by minor paratones. Most students do not produce major — minor paratone
| pattern in each paragraph. Actually, the each paragraph should be read by using major — minor
paratone pattern. But, students produce other paratone patterns. Besides students, VOA also
. produces different paratone pattern. VOA's paratone pattern is major — major paratone pattern.
' VOA and students should produce major — minor paratone patterns in indicating topic-shift. Since
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major — minor paratone is as an rule and method in speech. includes reading aloud. There are
only some students who produce the good speech or obey the rules or principle of speech. It can
be concluded that the theory is different enough toward the fact. This research finds out four
paratone patterns produced by students. But, there is only one paratone pattern as proposed by
(Hirst and Cristo,1998) that become rule in speech or reading aloud teoritically.

This research also finds out two kind of paratones as proposed by (Hirst and Cristo, 1998),
especially: major paratone and minor paratone. Major paratone is marked by extra high pitch, high
pitch, or mid pitch. On the other hand, minor paratone is signed by low pitch or extra low pitch.
Both major and minor paratones produced by high, mid, and low proficiency levels students. There
are many major paratones produced by students in all paragraphs. The most major paratones are
found in the second paragraph of the first text. The paratones are lied on the words “Howard
Lichtman” and “the need for travel” in the second paragraph of the first text. Besides in deductive
paragraphs, major paratones are also found in inductive paragraph. Major paratones are produced
by students, since their vocal cords often vibrate faster.

Although students generally use many major paratones, they also use minor paratones in
both deductive and inductive paragraphs particularly. In sum, students also produce minor
paratones in all paragraphs. Minor paratones are also found in both deductive and inductive
paragraphs. The most minor paratones are found in the first paragraph of the second text. The
paratones are lied on the words “Miles Copeland” and “America” in the first paragraph of the
second text. In brief, it can be concluded that students use many major paratones than minor
paratones in both deductive and inductive pharagraphs. In general, students use many major
paratones than minor paratones in deductive and inductive paragraphs. There are 123 major
paratones and 107 minor paratones. The number of major paratones produced by students is
higher than the number of minor paratones in both deductive and inductive paragraphs. Major
paratones are produced by students, since their vocal cords often vibrate faster. That's why, minor
paratones are seldom produced by students. It depends on the vibration of vocal cords. If
speakers vibrate their vocal cords faster, it is going to be produced the extra high, high and mid
pitches (major paratone). On the contrary, if speakers vibrate their vocal cords slowly, it is going to
be produced the low and extra low pitches (minor paratone). Based on the findings, most female
students produce extra high pitch, high pitch and mid pitch and most male students produce low
and mid pitches in their paratone production. It happened that most female students tend to talk
active. Their vocal cords tend to vibrate faster. So, the phenomenon cause them tend to produce
eéxtra high pitch, high pitch and mid pitch (major paratones). This is in line with (Halim,1974), that
female individuals tend to exhibit larger intervals than male individuals. In sum, paratone
production based on the gender of speaker. The male speaker tends to produce minor paratone
and the female speaker tends to produce major paratone.

On the other hand, the use of pitches (extra high, high, mid, low, and extra low pitches)
don’t have influence toward the meaning of word. The rising or falling pitch doesn’t distinguish the
meaning. If speakers utter something ( for example: /systems/ ) by using extra high, high, mid,
low, or extra low pitch, the meaning of word “systems” will be same.

3.2.Discussion about the Use of Paratone Patterns Produced by Students

Students deliver their speech in some paratone patterns. Based on the findings this research finds
out the use of paratone patterns produced by students in both deductive and inductive
paragraphs.
a. To Tell information
Based on the findings of this research, students (in high proficiency level) tend to use major —
major paratone patterns in both deductive and inductive paragraphs. But, the pattern is often
used by most high and mid proficiency level students. They use the pattern in all paragraphs.
In term, the students want to tell information. Besides, students use minor - minor paratone
patterns in deductive and inductive paragraphs. They also use them to tell information. But,
the patterns are used by low proficiency level students. They use the pattern in all paragraphs.
The phenomenon is caused by the intend of speakers. In their mind, the paragraph is
exposition paragraph who consists of declarative sentences. So, they want to tell or inform the
listeners by using major — major paratone pattern or minor — minor paratone pattern.

b. To Indicate a Topic-shift

Besides telling information, paratone pattern is also used to indicate a topic-shift. Actually,
students tend to use major — minor paratone pattern to indicate a topic-shift. Major — minor
paratone pattern is used by students in both deductive and inductive paragraphs. The pattern
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reading is difficult. That’'s why, they notice the way of good reading. Whereas, there are some
students who don’t notice the way of good reading. So they never notice the way of good reading.

4. CONCLUSION
a. Paratone Patterns Produced Used by Students
There are some variations of paratone patterns produced by students and VOA in both deductive
and inductive paragraphs. They are: major — major paratone pattern, major — minor paratone
pattern, minor — major paratone pattern, minor — minor paratone pattern.

b. The Use of Paratone Patterns Produced by Students.

Using paratones patterns in both deductive and inductive paragraphs, students produce some
paratone patterns for certain aims: 1) the use of major — major paratone pattern and minor — minor
paratone pattern are to tell information, 2) the use of major — minor paratone pattern is to indicate
a topic-shift, and 3) the use of minor — major paratone pattern is to emphasize on the sentence
that is considered the important one.

c. The Factors Influencing Production of Certain Paratone Patterns by Students

There are two factors influencing production of certain paratone pattern. The factors can be seen
from meaning and phonology. They are: students’ first language and knowledge. In paratone
patterns production. Their first language plays significant role toward paratone patterns
production. Because of their first language, students’ intonation in telling information (declaration)
tend to be flat. Besides, their knowledge are also influnce their paratone patterns. In fact, their
knowledge about English intonation is low. In their mind, phonology especially intonation is the
difficult one.
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